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SUBJ: GRANT AGREEMENT FOR ALBERT SCHWEITZER HOSPITAL 
REP: STATE 047782 AND 050878 

1. PRESIDENT BONGO RECEIVED LAWRENCE GUSSMAN AND AMBASSADOR 
MARCH 19 FOR DELIVERY OF LETTER TO BONGO FROM PRESIDENT 
NIXON AND SIGNING OP GRANT AGREEMENT. ALSO PRESENT WERE 
MINISTER OF STATE RAWIRI, AMBASSADOR FANGUINOVENY AND 
ADMINISTRATOR OF HOSPITAL MAX CAULET. 

2. PRESIDENT BONGO WAS IN VERY FRIENDLY AND RELAXED MOOD 
AND MEETING LASTED THREE-QUARTERS OF AN HOUR. BONGO THANKED 
GUSSMAN AND AMBASSADOR POR LETTER AND GRANT AND SAID HE 
WOULD BE REPLYING TO PRESIDENT NIXON'S LETTER. HE WENT 

ON TO SAY THAT HE HAD DECIDED TO SEND RAWIRI TO VISIT 
SEVERAL COUNTRIES ON BEHALF OF SCHWEITZER HOSPITAL IN 
ORDER TO HELP RAISE MONEY AND THAT PRESIDENT NIXON’S 
LETTER WOULD BE VERY HELPFUL IN THIS REGARD. HE ASKED 
GUSSMAN WHAT THE GOVERNMENT OF FRANCE WAS DOING AND 
WHEN GUSSMAN INDICATED POLITELY THAT NOTHING HAD YET 
BEEN FORTHCOMING FROM FRANCE, BONGO SAID HE WOULD RAISE 
MATTER WITH PRENCH AMBASSADOR AND PRESIDENT POMPIDOU 
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AND HE WAS CONFIDENT FRENCH WOULD HAVE TO COME THROUGH. 
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3. AGREEMENT WAS SIGNED IN PRESENCE OE PRESIDENT BONGO 
BY MINISTER RAWIRI AS WITNESS EOR GOG AND BY GUSSMAN 
AND AMBASSADOR MCKESSON. ORIGINAL BEING SENT BY POUCH 
TO WASHINGTON. ONE COPY KEPT BY GUSSMAN, ONE BY GABONESE 
AND ONE BY EMBASSY. 

4. ALTHOUGH BONGO HAD MADE SOME CRITICAL REMARKS ABOUT 
DR. SCHWEITZER IN A SPEECH IN LAMBARENE SOME TWO WEEKS 
EARLIER, THERE WAS NO HINT OF THIS DURING MEETING 
MARCH 19. QUITE TO THE CONTRARY, BONGO PLACED EMPHASIS 
ON CARRYING ABROAD MESSAGE OF GREAT WORK DONE BY 
SCHWEITZER IN GABON AND NEED TO CONTINUE THIS WORK 
THROUGH NEW HOSPITAL. 

5. AFTER SIGNING OE AGREEMENT, BONGO SPOKE AT SOME 
LENGTH ABOUT WORLD SITUATION IN GENERAL AND ARABS IN 
PARTICULAR (SEE SEPTEL). 

6. AFTER MEETING WITH BONGO, GUSSMAN AND AMBASSADOR 
WENT TO RAWIRI'S HOME FOR BRIEF DISCUSSION RE FUTURE 
ACTION. GUSSMAN SAID HE WOULD WRITE RAWIRI (VIA EMBASSY) 
IN ABOUT TEN DAYS TO GIVE HIM LATEST INFO ON PROGRESS 
MADE IN RAISING FUNDS SO THAT RAWIRI COULD COORDINATE 
HIS EFFORTS WITH THOSE ALREADY UNDERWAY. 

MCKESSON 
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